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Project description
The Mischek Tower was conceived 
as highlight of the urban Wohnpark 
Donau City concept and was at the 
time the highest residential building in 
Austria. This heterogeneous urban lo-
cation is a densely built quarter consi-
dering travel distances for pedestri-
ans, providing a close underground 
stop and underground car parking. 
UN City and Austria Centre, as well 
as the recreational sites Donaupark 
and Neue Donau are situated nearby 
and tie in seamlessly with the urba-
nised area. One of the skyscraper’s 
distinctive features is that it does not 
constitute a solitary building but that 
it rises out of a stepping residential 
structure. This had been an urbanistic 
prerequisite which sought to em-
phasise the site’s margin. The single 
horizontal and vertical construction 
units, and the internal staircase which 
remains invisible from the outside, 
form a spatial node which resembles 
two hands lying in one another. The 
idea behind the façade was to create 
two shells. The space between them 
which can be used as an extension of 
the living space is an attempt to dis-
solve the building’s mass insofar as 

the single apartments become visible 
as individual units when approa-
ching the façade. The building’s outer 
shell is characterised by an interplay 
of transparent and fully surfaced 
elements. According to the residents’ 
wishes these can be closed off with 
glass, whereby still maintaining the 
character of an urban shell, even if 
not or if only partially closed.

CATEGORY
High-Rise

ADDRESS
Leonard-Bernstein-
Straße 8, A-1220 
Vienna

START OF PLANNING
1996

START OF  
CONSTRUCTION
03/1997

COMPLETION
05/2000

FLOOR AREA
44.393 m²

GROSS FLOOR AREA
50.607 m²

SITE AREA
6.296 m²

HEIGHT
110 m

APARTMENTS
450

LEVELS
35
Basements
4

BUDGET TOTAL
€ 64 Million

PROJECT TEAM
Dieter Blaich
Peter Matzalik

ARTWORK
Manfred Wakolbinger
Herwig Kempinger
Max Gangl

CONSULTANTS

CONSTRUCTIVE 
SUPERVISOR
Hochbau, Consult,
Vienna [Mischek
Gerasdorf], Austria

FACADE SYSTEMS
Alu Sommer, Stoob
Austria

CONSTRUCTION 
METHOD
Concrete / 10.000 
individual prefab  
construction pieces
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CLIENT
MISCHEK Wiener 
Heim Wohnbau 
GesmbH
Billrothstraße 2
A-1190 Vienna

PHOTOGRAPHER
Margherita Spiluttini
Wien [www.spiluttini.
com]


